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Mission 

 
 

East Arnhem Regional Council is dedicated to 
promoting the power of people, protection of 

community and respect for cultural diversity in the 
East Arnhem Regional Council. It does this by 

forming partnerships, building community capacity, 
advocating for regional and local issues, 

maximising service effectiveness and linking people 
with information. 

 
 

Core Values 
Respect 

Professionalism 
Human Dignity 

Organisational Growth 
Equity 

Community 
 

MINUTES FOR THE GAPUWIYAK 
LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING  

 

25 November 2022 



MINUTES OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING HELD IN THE GAPUWIYAK 
COUNCIL OFFICE ON FRIDAY,  25 NOVEMBER 2022 AT 10.00AM 
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ATTENDANCE 
 
In the Chair Freddie Ganambarra, Cr Bobby Wunungmurra (joined at 11.30AM), Local 
Authority Members Simon Gawirrin, Ivan Wanambi, Jessica Wunungmurra, Thomas Guyula, 
Alice Wanambi and Trudy Wunungmurra (via video).  
 
COUNCIL STAFF:  
 
Dale Keehne – Chief Executive Officer.  
Shane Marshall – Director Technical and Infrastructure Services. 
Andrew Walsh – Director Community Development. 
Anesuishe Hector – Council Operations Manager.  
 
Minute Taker – Wendy Brook, EA to the CEO.  
 
OBSERVER    
 
Matt Ryan – National Indigenous Australians Agency. 
 
MEETING OPENING 
 
Chair opened the meeting at 10.10AM and welcomed all members and guests. 
 
PRAYER 
 
By Jessica Wunungmurra. 
 
Apologies 
 
3.1 APOLOGIES AND ABSENT WITHOUT NOTICE 

SUMMARY 
 
This report is to table, for the Council’s record, any absences, apologies and requests for 
leave of absence received from the Local Authority Members and what absences that the 
Local Authority gives permission for. 
 
The report author does not have a conflict of interest in this matter (Section 179 of the Act). 
 

 
240/2022 RESOLVED (Jessica Wunungmurra/Thomas Guyula) 
 
That Local Authority notes: 

(a) the absence of Local Authority Member Ricky Guyula and Merril Guyula and Cr 
Bandi Wunungmurra.  

(b) the apology received from  Local Authority Member Ricky Guyula and Merril 
Guyula and Cr Bandi Wunungmurra.  

(c) that Local Authority Member Ricky Guyula and Merril Guyula and Cr Bandi 
Wunungmurra are absent with permission of the Local Authority. 
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3.2 LOCAL AUTHORITY MEMBERSHIP 

SUMMARY: 
 
This report lists the community and Council appointed members and the resignation and 
vacancies of the Local Authority. 

 
241/2022 RESOLVED (Simon Maymuru/Ivan Wanambi) 
 

The Local Authority notes the member list and calls for new members to fill up 
existing vacancies. 
 
  
Conflict of Interest 
 
4.1 CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

SUMMARY 
 
This report is tabled for members to declare any conflicts they have within the agenda. 

 
242/2022 RESOLVED (Jessica Wunungmurra/Ivan Wanambi) 
 
That the Local Authority notes no conflicts of interest declared at today’s meeting.  
 
  
Previous Minutes 

 

5.1 PREVIOUS MINUTES FOR RATIFICATION 

SUMMARY 
 
The Local Authority is asked to confirm the unconfirmed minutes from the previous meeting. 

 
243/2022 RESOLVED (Simon Maymuru/Thomas Guyula) 
 
That the Local Authority notes the minutes from the meeting of 20 May 2022 to be a 
true record of the meeting. 
 

  
MOTION MOVE TO CONFIDENTIAL AT 10.21AM 

244/2022 RESOLVED (Simon Maymuru/Ivan Wanambi) 

 
 
MOTION MOVE FROM CONFIDENTIAL TO OPEN AGENDA AT 10.34AM 

245/2022 RESOLVED (Ivan Wanambi/Simon Maymuru) 
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Local Authorities 

 

6.1 LOCAL AUTHORITY ACTION REGISTER 

SUMMARY 
 
The Local Authority is asked to review the range of actions and progress to complete them. 

 
246/2022 RESOLVED (Simon Maymuru/Thomas Guyula) 
 
That the Local Authority notes the progress of actions from the previous meetings, 
and request that completed items be removed from the Action Register for the 
Council to endorse. 
 

  
General Business 

 
8.1 CEO REPORT 

SUMMARY: 
 
This is a report of the key broad issues since the last report to Council, in addition to those 
covered in other parts of the agenda.  

 
247/2022 RESOLVED (Simon Maymuru/Ivan Wanambi) 
 
That the Local Authority notes the CEO Report. 
 

 

8.2 REVIEW AND FURTHER EMPOWERMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

SUMMARY: 
 
Each Local Authority is asked to consider the review and further strengthening and 
empowerment of Local Authorities, for referral to Council and a review of Local Authorities 
being conducted by the Northern Territory Government.  

 
248/2022 RESOLVED (Jessica Wunungmurra/Ivan Wanambi) 
 
That the Local Authority, to further strengthen and empower their role, endorses the  
recommendations –  in the attached document raised in the Local Authority Review 
Report. 
 

 

MOTION BREAK FOR LUNCH AT 12.47PM 

249/2022 RESOLVED (Simon Maymuru/Ivan Wanambi) 

 
 
MOTION RETURN TO MEETING AT 1.34PM 

250/2022 RESOLVED (Simon Maymuru/Ivan Wanambi) 

 
Thomas Guyula, and  Alice Wanambi did not return to meeting after lunch.  
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8.3 TECHNICAL AND INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM AND CAPITAL PROJECT 
UPDATES 

SUMMARY 
 
This report is tabled for the Local Authority to provide program updates within the Technical 
and Infrastructure directorate. In addition to progress updates associated with capital 
projects and initiatives associated with the 2022-2023 Annual Plan.  

 
251/2022 RESOLVED (Simon Maymuru/Ivan Wanambi) 
 
That the Local Authority: 
 
(a) Notes the report. 

 
(b) Supports the design of the Meeting Room internal adjustments. 
 

 

8.5 LIBRARY SERVICES PRINCIPLES 

SUMMARY 
 
This report is to inform and seek direction from the Local Authorities on the provision and 
design of East Arnhem Regional Council’s Library services.  

 
252/2022 RESOLVED (Simon Maymuru/Ivan Wanambi) 
 
That Local Authorities: 
 
(a) Notes the report. 

 
(b) Recommend the following be included in Library design and programming; 

 
i. Add value to the Youth Centre. 

ii. Learning two ways. 
iii. Good for the future, good for the kids. 
iv. A space to study instead of study in the house. 
v. A safe space for learning. 
vi. Collections of books. 

vii. A place for our history. 
viii. Jobs are important to help people use the service.  
ix. A place for returning boarding students to further their education.  
x. A place for adult learning such as Batchelor College students, CDU students, 

NORFORCE learnings and Bible Studies.  
 

(c) Support further consultation with the community on the design of the library. 
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8.6 COUNCIL OPERATIONS REPORT 

SUMMARY 
 
This report is provided by the Council Operations Manager at every Local Authority meeting 
to provide information to members. 

 
253/2022 RESOLVED (Thomas Guyula/Ivan Wanambi) 
 
That the Local Authority notes the Council Operations Report. 
 

 

8.7 CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT 

SUMMARY 
 
This report presents the financial expenditure plus employment statistics as of 31 October 
2022 within the Local Authority area. 

 
254/2022 RESOLVED (Ivan Wanambi/Simon Maymuru) 
 
That the Local Authority receives the Financial and Employment information as of 31 
October 2022.  
 

 

8.8 REVISED BUDGET 2022 - 23 

SUMMARY: 
 
This report presents a draft Revised Budget for consideration. 

 
255/2022 RESOLVED (Simon Maymuru/Jessica Wunungmurra) 
 
That the Local Authority:  
 
(a) Notes the 2022-23 Budget Revision. 

 
(b) Requests additional reserve funds for the meeting room toilet adjustments and 

Lot 118 impaired access improvements.  
 

 
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS: 
 
AFL and Community safety was raised by the members:  
 
The members of the Gapuwiyak Local Authority would like to invite representatives from the 
National Indigenous Australians Agency, to discuss potential increases to community safety 
programs and crime reduction strategies for the Region, including Gapuwiyak, and to also  
discuss the need for an effective and funded AFL services. 
 
Concern about speeding cars and the need for speed limits:  
 
Additional speed humps to be installed and bollards to be installed at the bottom end of the 
oval, and more community about safe driving around community. 
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
20 January 2023. 

 
MEETING CLOSE 
 
The meeting terminated at 2.42PM. 
 
This page and the preceding  pages are the minutes of the Local Authority Meeting  held on 
Friday, 25 November 2022.  
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